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Blossoming 
By Madrikh, Harold Londer  

 

Or Emet has grown from about 10 members (family and indi-

vidual), to nearly 50 such units this year.  With this growth 

comes tremendous energy and potential. In addition, growth 

can bring with it some concerns.  I heard three such concerns 

expressed this past month. 

 

Last year we had 140 attendees at our Passover Seder, held at 

the First Unitarian Society, on Mt. Curve Avenue, in Minnea-

polis.  The room where we held the Seder is licensed for up to 

180. We are a bit uncertain about our capacity to handle further 

guests.  We have traditionally invited the public to our Seder 

(It has been written that the single ñeventò an individual who 

considers him/herself Jewish, is likely to attend is a Passover 

Seder).  We have an obligation to our members.  Do we stop 

inviting the public?  Do we have a ñhardò limit on reserva-

tions?  Do we continue to try to serve as many as want to at-

tend, recognizing that this puts tremendous strain on our volun-

teers, and may make the experience less valuable for others?  It 

is really, in many ways, a great problem to have! 

 

Our Sunday program regarding the Greek experience with the 

holocaust was wonderful.  All I spoke to who attended this 

event, came away impressed with the film we saw, and felt 

they had learned something valuable and precious.  The room 

was packed!  The audio-visual system failed briefly.  The kids 

came in after for our Tu BôShevat Seder and the room had to 

be arranged.  It was a wonderfully uplifting morning, but one 

could readily see that we were beginning to outgrow our space.  

An Or Emet member said to me, ñand we expect our school to 

grow next year?ò  I knew, at a certain level, she was spot on 

about the space issue. Again, what a wonderful problem to 

confront! 

 

Last fall our ritual committee re-wrote our Friday night service.  

I was amazed at the strong feelings this process engendered.  

Some Or Emet members felt the service was too long, and in-

terfered with the speaker.  Others suggested we eliminate the 

service completely, or have two starting times listed on our 

calendar, one for those who wanted to attend the service, and a 

second for those who just wanted to hear the speaker.  Some 

wanted more ritual and music.  My goodness, we ñcould hear 

an interesting speaker anywhere.ò  We eliminated the section 

in the service where one of our members gave a ñcommen-

tary.ò  The majority of the committee agreed upon this, though 

others were disappointed.  Oh, it was so much easier when

Continued on page 3 

 

The Passover Seder Committee Wants You!  
 

Or Emetôs family Seder has become 

a highlight of the year. 

In order to continue this important traditionôs high standards, 

we need new volunteers! 

Volunteering is a fun, rewarding way to contribute to the success of 

Or Emetôs Passover Seder. 

 

Donôt hesitate!  Call or email now! 

Joan Barnett 612.834.0197 

assistant-to-president@oremet.org 

or 

Rollie Langer 612.338.6850 

lolrhl@gmail.com 
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The Illuminator  
 

We welcome letters to the editor,  

announcements, articles, commentaries 

and photographs. We cannot guarantee 

whether material will be suitable for  

publication. 

 

Madrikh  

Harold Londer 

madrikh@oremet.org 

 

Executive Committee 

President, Margo Fox 

president@oremet.org 

 

Vice President, Erica Fishman 

fishpari@sihope.com 

 

Treasurer, Sharon Miller 

4316 Aries Court 

Eagan, MN 55123 

sharonmillermn@comcast.net 

 

Members At-Large 

Nancy Schwartz 

Arty Dorman 

 

Program Committee 

Rich Sonenblum 

Events-1@oremet.org 

 

Jewish Cultural School 

Lisa Gardner-Springer 

School-1@oremet.org 

 

Newsletter 

Nancy Schwartz, Editor 

Newsletter-1@oremet.org 

 

www.oremet.org 
 

Or Emet is affiliated with the Society for 

Humanistic Judaism (SHJ) and the  

International Institute for Secular  

Humanistic Judaism (IISHJ). 

Presidentôs Message 
 

To Hibernate or Celebrate ... 
 

Iôm writing this message on Groundhog Day and  am happy to report that 

Punxsutawney Phil  peeked out of his warm underground home and saw his 

shadow this morning which means, as everyone knows, thereôll be only six 

more weeks of winter. Hooray! 

 

Now ...  Itôs not that winter canôt be beautiful; and itôs not that we donôt 

know how to keep warm; and itôs not that we donôt look forward each year 

to celebrating Hanukkah and Tu BôShevat, and going to interesting Or Emet 

programs, and spending time with family and friends, and appreciating all 

thatôs good in our lives during these cold snow months.  And itôs not that we 

would wish away the rest of this winter; after all, there are exciting times 

ahead, because Or Emet committees have been busy planning activities and 

programs for us.  

 

February, indeed, promises to be special!  Rabbi Miriam Jerris of the Soci-

ety for Humanistic Judaism (SHJ) will be with Or Emet  all weekend, 

February 19-21. I hope youôll be able to take advantage of the opportunities 

to hear from and talk with her both on Friday evening and Sunday morning.  

 

In this issue of the Illuminator,  youôll find much more about Rabbi Jerrisô 

visit, and, then, be sure to check out our other ñComing Attractions:ò in-

cluding  the Purim Carnival ,  Jewish Cultural School, Friday and Sun-

day programs, and  (always a highlight of the year) our Community Pass-

over Seder. 

 

Itôs too bad that Punxsutawney Phil went back into his hole to hibernate the 

winter away, just think all the excitement heôll be missing! 

 

See you everywhere at everything. 

 

Warmly, 

Margo 

 

Donations & Tributes 
 

In Memory of Zev Aelony: 

Faith and Steve Oremland 

Evelyn Lessin 

Janet Mayer and Paul Petzschke 

Dr. Yossef Aelony 

 

In Memory of Jan Witherôs Mother: 

Bruce Pomerantz 

Faith and Steve Oremland 

Margo and David Fox 

 

Donations can be mailed to Sharon Miller, c/o Or Emet, at  

4316 Aries Court, Eagan, MN 55123 
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Social Action / Social Justice Committee Update 
 

The Social Action/Social Justice Committee has compiled the surveys submitted by 17 Or Emet member households.  

The results show a broad range of interest in many current issues.  Those mentioned most often are education, health 

care, and homelessness.  Other concerns included Israeli-Palestinian peace, immigration, the environment, poverty, 

and the elderly.  Our members are involved at a wide range of levels, from occasional one-time events (such as a 

food pantry distribution) to on-going involvement in policy and advocacy.  Several members mentioned affiliation 

with Jewish-based organizations such as Jewish Community Action and J-Street/Brit Tzedek.  Several also men-

tioned participation in political campaigns for candidates who support progressive positions on the issues. 

 

The SA/SJ Committee will follow up with ideas on how to link members looking for additional connections, and to 

determine how we, as a congregation, can take action on a specific issue in order to channel our energies and desires 

to promote change.  All Or Emet members and friends are welcome to take part in these discussions.  Contact Arty 

Dorman (651-487-3793 or e-mail at broadwayturtle@yahoo.com if you would like to talk about getting involved, or 

just to share an idea or two.  Watch future issues of the Illuminator, as well as e-mails from our esteemed president 

(Margo, not Barak) for future meetings and other opportunities. 

 

Meantime, the state funding of General Assistance Medical Care continues to be in jeopardy.  Vic Rosenthal, Execu-

tive Director of Jewish Community Action, presented information on GMAC following our Shabbat service in Janu-

ary.  To learn more about GAMC, and opportunities to be involved visit jewishcommunityaction.org. 

Blossoming 
(continued from Page 1) 

 

we had a half dozen people to please, not nearly 100!  How exciting to have so many people care so much about Or Emet. 

 

Does Or Emet want to grow?  Does Or Emet need to grow?  Is growth always positive?  I have heard of humanistic con-

gregations that become so discordant that they have split into two congregations, typically, over an issue that seems trivial 

to an outsider.  Can we maintain our sense of community, our sense of ñfamily,ò our warmth, as we expand our member-

ship?  We could make our web site private, stop publicizing our meetings in the press, stop inviting the public to our High 

Holiday service, our Seder, our school, etc.  We could function more as a ñchavurahò than a congregation, a few close 

friends getting together socially for intellectual and spiritual enrichment. 

 

There are no easy answers, and I imagine that our members would differ on this question.  For me, however, the answer is 

clear.  I honestly believe we have so much to offer to the community at large that we MUST continue to grow.  I look at 

the children in our school and recognize that without Or Emet, many of these kids would have NO exposure to Judaism.  

We are a unique resource to the large number of unaffiliated Jews in the community.  We are open to ALL who are seek-

ing a spiritual, humanistic, Jewish experience.  We are truly a voice for the humanistic message that so badly needs to be 

championed.  We all know how the Tea Party movement, the religious right, the ultra-orthodox, the political conserva-

tives, etc. are dominating public opinion in this country.  There is no more distrusted and disliked minority in our country 

than a humanist, let alone a Jewish humanist.  And yet, we represent a movement that is world wide, and long standing in 

Jewish and human history.  To quote Machiavelli, ñevery prince needs allies and the bigger the responsibility, the more 

allies he needs.ò  We do understand this responsibility.  Or Emet needs all the allies it can muster. 

 

There is no doubt that we will experience ñgrowing pains.ò  There is no doubt that we will be unable to satisfy every 

memberôs wishes at all times.  There is no doubt that we will be stressed and, at times, frustrated.  We truly exist for our 

members, and I hope that each of you will continue to be supportive of Or Emet.  We truly welcome and encourage par-

ticipation at all levels from our members and their families.  Please join us in our quest for dignity, justice, self actualiza-

tion and peace. 

 

ñThere comes a time when the risk to remain tight in the bud was more painful than the risk it took to blossom.ò 

Anais Nin 

mailto:broadwayturtle@yahoo.com


4 

 

The Jewish Cultural School  has been off to a terrific start.  Starting the day with music with the whole Sunday morning crowd 

is working out well.  Many thanks to Amy Stubenhaus and to our Middles teacher Scott Oremland for providing guitar accom-

paniment as our group sing the verses (and even a couple of different tunes) to Hin-ey Ma-Tov, O Fay Oree, and others.  

 

At our Hanukah party in December, our Middles (grades 1-4) and Littles (preK-K) class presented the second annual rendition 

of ñIt Could Be Worse,ò a wonderful puppet show that used many of the same puppets created last year.  The Middles took 

the most of the speaking parts while the Littles were thrilled to moo, baa, cluck, and scream for the parts of the barn animals 

and children.  The Juniors (grades 5-8) opted to perform something new, ñHerschel and the Hanukkah Goblins.ò   Even our 

Juniors teacher Eva Cohen had a chance to participate in Herschel.  All the kids did a wonderful job in large part due to the 

teachersô efforts from in directing the kids and preparing them during our rehearsals.   

 

In January, the students and adults came together for Or Emetôs fourth annual Tu BôShevat Seder.  The Middles class wrote 

poems about trees, and a few even read theirs aloud during the Seder.  The Littles planted seeds in little pots, which they deco-

rated.  All of the JCS parents contributed food, plates, and napkins to make this a success.   Of note, many families also re-

sponded to Margo Foxôs request to contribute to help the Haitians rebuild from their devastating earthquake.  Thank you. 

On the topic of charity, all of the JCS classes are approaching different Tikkun Olam projects this year.  The Middles and Lit-

tles are working on projects to help animals, which this fall included making small toys for little animals at a shelter.  The 

Juniors class identified doing work around hunger as a service-learning project.   

 

Coming up next is the Rabbi Jerrisô visit to the school on February 21.  Rabbi Jerris will visit with the classes after she has a 

chance to talk more with the adults.  

 

The Purim Carnival will be held on Sunday, February 28th at the St Paul Council of Churches.  There will be hamentaschen, 

games for the kids, and perhaps a parade!  Then, our March class followed by the Passover Seder on April 3. 

 

Kirsten Thompson-Rose, who shares some of the school coordinating responsibilities with me, has done a masterful job in 

creating and updating our Jewish Cultural School website at http://oremet.wordpress.com.  If you or anyone you know is in-

terested in details about the school, including each teacherôs curriculum, member information, and what happened in class 

back to September, please direct them to the website.  It is a terrific resource. 

 

Remember - space is still available for the classes, so if you know of any families that might be interested in a Humanist 

approach to Judaism, please have them email Lisa at school-1@oremet.org. For newcomers, we offer a very flexible and very 

affordable tuition arrangement for families to try us out.  The Or Emet school website has details as does www.oremet.org.  

Jewish Cultural School ð Update 
Submitted by Lisa GardnerðSpringer 

Photos fro
m  the Hanukah Party  

Photos by 
Scott Landsman 

http://oremet.wordpress.com
http://www.oremet.org
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Friday, February 19, 2010,  7:30 pm, Minneapolis JCC (4330 Cedar Lake Road South, St. Louis Park) 

Shabbat Service / Program: Too Jewish ï Not Jewish Enough: The Challenge of Tradition for Humanistic Jews 

Presenter: Rabbi Miriam Jerris of the Society for Humanistic Judaism 

 

Sunday, February 21, 2010, 10 amðNoon,  Friends School of MN (1365 Englewood Ave.*, St. Paul, MN) 

Adult Program: Humanistic Judaism: Raising Believers, Ages 3 to 103. What Humanistic Jews Believe 

Presenter: Rabbi Miriam Jerris of the Society for Humanistic Judaism 

 

Friday March 12, 2010, 7:30 pm, Minneapolis JCC (4330 Cedar Lake Road South, St. Louis Park) 

Shabbat Service / Program: Julius and Ethel Rosenberg, A New Perspective 

Presenter: Lionel Davis and Others. Or Emet member. 

  

Sunday March 21, 2010, 10:00 am ï Noon, Friends School of MN (1365 Englewood Ave.*, St. Paul, MN) 

Adult Program: Biblical Routes to Humanism 

Presenter: Earl Schwartz. Professor in Hamline Religion Department and director of Hamline's Social Justice Program. 

  

Friday April 16, 2010, 7:30 pm, Minneapolis JCC (4330 Cedar Lake Road South, St. Louis Park) 

Shabbat Service / Program: The Dead Sea Scrolls exhibit preview 

Presenter: Science Museum of MN staff person 

  

Sunday April 25, 2010, 10:00 am ï Noon, Friends School of MN (1365 Englewood Ave.*, St. Paul, MN) 

Adult Program: Klezmer music 

Presenter: Judith Eisner. 

  

Friday May 7, 2010, 7:30 pm, Minneapolis JCC (4330 Cedar Lake Road South, St. Louis Park) 

Shabbat Service / Program: The Freethought Movement 

Presenter: August Berkshire, president of Minnesota Atheists 

  

Sunday May 23, 2010, 10:00 am ï Noon, Friends School of MN (1365 Englewood Ave.*, St. Paul, MN) 

Adult Program: Sephardic Jews. 

Presenter: Dr Daniel Schroeter. Deinard Chair in Jewish History, Director of Center for Jewish Studies, U of MN 

  

Sunday June 6, 2010, 10:00 am ï Noon, Newell Park, St. Paul 

Annual Meeting followed by Picnicðmore details will be provided closer to the date 

 

 

 

Program Committee ð Calendar 

Church and State 
Submitted by David Fox 
 

In 1802, during his first term as President, Thomas Jefferson wrote a letter to the Connecticut Baptist Association in which he coined the 

immortal phrase, ñ... the wall of separation between church and state....ò  This implied the existence of two separate realms, neither im-

posing itself upon the other.  

 

In 2001, during his first term, George W. Bush established the Office of Faith -Based and Neighborhood Partnerships. This action al-

lowed federal funding of religious activities, including discriminatory service and hiring practices.  

 

In 2009, Barack Obama took office and there were high hopes that Thomas Jeffersonôs perspective would be reinstated. But, this did not 

happen. The Office of Faith-Based and Neighborhood Partnerships still exists, and federal funding for religious groups may actually in-

crease. This unpleasant news was revealed to us at the IISHJ Colloquium in October by several of the panelists.  

 

Vigilance, everybody!  Vigilance! 

Member Contributions 
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THE SOCIETY  FOR HUMANISTIC  JUDAISM  WANTS TO HEAR FROM  YOU!  
By Faith Oremland, Chair, SHJ Strategic Planning Committee 

 

Itôs time to stand up and be counted! No, itôs not the census. Itôs the SURVEY! And it is arriving in memberôs mailboxes 

across North America. 

 

Itôs your opportunity to tell us your opinions and HELP SHAPE THE SHJ'S NEW STRATEGIC PLAN. 

 

SURVEYS have been mailed to EVERY MEMBER HOUSEHOLD. Donôt miss this opportunity to express your views. 

Watch your mail for the oversized white envelope from SHJ. Open the envelope right away, complete the survey ï it will 

take just a few minutes ï and return it directly to our survey team at APB Associates, 28300 Franklin Rd, Southfield, MI 

48034. Your response will be anonymous. 

 

The last SHJ member survey was conducted more than 25 years ago. Times have changed. THIS IS YOUR OPPORTU-

NITY TO MAKE YOUR VOICE HEARD. Why did you join SHJ or your community? What programs do you like? What 

could SHJ do for you? The new SHJ Strategic Plan will be built upon membersô responses to the survey. Donôt be left 

out.  Help us drive our organization with your opinions. 

 

Please return your survey as quickly as possible. And if you miss the deadline, donôt worry ï we still want to hear from you 

ï so be sure to send your survey back when you complete it.  And encourage other SHJ members to respond also. 

 

SHJðRelated News 

Photos from our Tu BõShevat Seder 

Photos by 
Scott Landsman 
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Member Contributions 

Jewish Theater ï Plays Around Town, Winter/Spring, 2010 
Submitted by Susan Weisman 

 

There are some wonderful local opportunities to explore Jewish-themed plays this winter and spring. Parents of students in 

Evaôs class would like to pull together one or two group outings and we would like to encourage all adult members of Or 

Emet to consider joining us ï mixing it up a bit it would enrich the experience for everyone involved!  I would be glad to 

organize one or two group trips and try to arrange rides for those whoôd like a lift (except March 27 ï April 4 when Iôm 

unavailable). Please email me at srweis1@yahoo.com. If folks are interested, we could also plan to gather afterward to talk 

about the play and nosh!  I hope to hear from you. 

 

 

Sabes JCC, Theatre Or, 952-381-3475 
Humor Festival ï features Faith Oremland and others (Friday, February 26 at 12:30 pm; Monday, March 1 at 7 pm) 

For more information go to:  www.sabesjcc.org/arts_humor.htm  

Dates:  February 25 ï March 7 

Time: varies / Cost:  varies 

 

Jack and Rochelle ï A Holocaust Memoir of Love & Resistance 

For more information go to: www.sabesjcc.org/catalog.asp?PCA=141  

Dates:  March 12 ï March 28 (Sunday matinees are at 2 pm on March 14, 21 and 28) 

Time:  Evening performances start at 7:30 / Cost:   $15 members; $17 non-members; $12 students 

 

Note: The Sabes JCC also hosts a Jewish Film Festival. This yearôs festival runs April 8-18. 

For more information go to: http://www.sabesjcc.org/arts_film_festival.htm  

 

 

History Theater: 651-292-4323 
Hiding in the Open 

www.historytheatre.com/shows/2009-2010/hiding_in_the_open.asp  

Dates:  February 27 ï March 21 

Time: varies; Sunday matinees are at 2 pm on February 28 and March 7, 14 and 21. 

Cost:  Adults, $25-30; Seniors, $22-28; Students, $15; Children, $10 

Group sales: 12 or more / Special performances; study guide, etc. ï go to website to view. 

 

 

Park SquareTheatre: 651-767-8487 
Diary of Anne Frank 

For more information go to: www.parksquaretheatre.org/plays/2010_annefrank.php  

Dates:  February 23 ï May 7 

Time: varies / Cost:  Adults, $36-40; Seniors, $31-35; Anyone 30 or under, $15.   

Group sales: 10 or more / Special performances: March 26 ï 27; lower ticket prices are available for previews and certain 

other performances. 

 

 

Minnesota Jewish Theater 651-647-4315 
A Report on the Banality of Love (a story about Hannah Arendtôs long affair with a Nazi) 

For more information go to: www.mnjewishtheatre.org/2009_season.html  

Dates: March 6 ï 28  

Time:  varies. Sunday performances at 2 pm ($22) and at 7 pm  ($18). Sunday performances on March 7, 14, 21, 28. 

Cost: varies depending on day/time of performances.  Student rush tickets are available at $12. 

mailto:srweis1@yahoo.com
http://www.sabesjcc.org/arts_humor.htm
https://www.sabesjcc.org/catalog.asp?PCA=141
http://www.sabesjcc.org/arts_film_festival.htm
http://www.historytheatre.com/shows/2009-2010/hiding_in_the_open.asp
http://www.parksquaretheatre.org/plays/2010_annefrank.php
http://www.mnjewishtheatre.org/2009_season.html
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Member Contributions 

Science and Religion 
Submitted by Roger S. Jones, January 2010 

 

 

Recently, on MPRôs Face the Nation program, people were calling in to discuss their faith in the traditional God, and how 

this faith is affected by science. For the most part, they based their belief on some kind of transcendental experience, 

which they placed on a par with scientific evidence. For example, some would say that they ñknowò that God has 

ñspokenò to them, or else that theyôve had a ñlife-changingò experience, which then becomes the cause of their personal 

metanoia and a new or renewed faith. 

 

Personally, I find this very disturbing. How can the well-tested evidence of science be equated with a personal experi-

ence? The people calling in were also referring to faith based on subjective feelings, rather than on rationality, as is advo-

cated by Spinoza and Einstein, who both talk of the awe-inspiring appreciation one can feel for the order and rationality 

of the cosmos. But this can happen only after one has studied and come to understand the pattern of the universe and its 

laws through rational means. 

 

Why then are people, who say they accept science, willing to put equal trust in their personal experience? All experience, 

after all, is an aspect of mind. Why is the famous ñoceanicò feeling any more transcendent than tasting an apple?!  We 

know that brain states and their concomitant subjective experiences are profoundly affected by chemicalsðhormones, 

enzymes, etc.ðand by conditions in the body. They are also affected by the physical things we do. For example, we now 

know that regular physical exercise promotes good health for the brain and mind. Why should anyone put such deep faith 

in any mental experience, however profound it may seem or however rarely it may occur? It might have been brought on 

by a bit of poorly digested lamb chop, or some odd bacterium, or twenty years of meditative practice. What does it prove? 

 

People believe because they want to believeðjust as the English lord says at the end of the film Lost Horizon, when heôs 

asked whether or not he believes Robert Conwayôs incredible story of Shangri La. A mental experience cannot have the 

same credence as a well-substantiated piece of scientific evidence. Any experience of the mindðcall it depression, or call 

it nirvanaðis still a personal, unverifiable and often irreproducible subjective mental state. To say it is evidence of God, 

or to give it some supreme value in oneôs life, is simply wishful thinking. Even the Buddha speaks of Nirvana as an ex-

perience in this lifeðand certainly not as anything supernatural. 

 

I do not deny mystery. It may well exist, but it is impossible to verify in the same way as we verify facts about the physi-

cal world. Indeed, the world of matter can explain many things that might otherwise be thought of as supernaturalðthe 

theory of evolution for one and the ñoriginò and expansion of the universe for another. So to claim that oneôs belief in the 

divinity of the biblical God has the same status as some well-established scientific fact or theory is seriously to delude 

oneself. 

 

Of course there are limits to human reason, and it is all but certain that science will never explain everything in existence. 

But the ñgod of the gapsò is a poor excuse for belief. In the past five centuries, science has dispelled and laid to rest many 

a so-called mystery. Perhaps mystery will always exist. But if so, is the existence of mystery a good reason for belief in 

God? And if not, what is? 

 

Thus, for me personally, the existence and the persistence of mystery are not reasons to believe in a supernatural god, but 

rather the motivation to accept the uncertainty of life and being, and to make peace with it. 

 

Einsteinôs argument that religion supports community, morality and learning to live together in harmony is valid, but it is 

not the only way to foster human decency and love. One can also attain human cooperation by reasoning that such a way 

of life is best for society. But of course, this would require first a clear and unclouded acceptance of the human condi-

tionðuncertainty. Furthermore, biologists are beginning to suspect, and seek evidence to verify, that altruism and coop-

erative behavior are survival mechanisms! 

 

The rest of Einsteinôs and Spinozaôs religionðthe sense of awe and deep appreciation in the face of the cosmos, clearly 

requires no supernatural god for its experience. Itôs all too human. 
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Itôs Passover Seder Time! 
 

Or Emetôs Seder will be celebrated 

in the Humanistic tradition at  

First Unitarian Society 

on Saturday, April 3, 2010 at 5 pm. 
 

 

This Seder highlights a Humanistic Jewish service led by Harold Londer, Or Emetôs Madrikh. It will fea-

ture participation by children in the Jewish Cultural School, as well as adult members of the congregation. 

The meal includes roast turkey and traditional foods provided by all attendees.  

 

Members, along with family and friends of Or Emet, are invited to attend.  There is no charge for members.  

Non-member fees are $10 for adults and teens, $5 for children under 12 years.  If not contributing food, 

there is an additional $10 per person charge to purchase what is needed for the event.  To help with ex-

penses, an additional donation from all participants is welcome. 

 

Since this is a participatory event, we depend on meal contributions as well as volunteer assistance.    

* Indicate preferred food contribution along with your Seder reservation 

* For traditional foods we need the following:  

* celery and parsley, hard-boiled eggs, charoset, gefilte fish and horseradish  

* For the buffet, plan to bring enough to serve 8-10.  We need: salads, potato dishes, kugel, vegeta-

bles/vegetarian dishes, desserts, matzo, wine, juice 

* Indicate volunteer preference: setting up (arrive~3:30), buffet assistance, or cleanup 

 

First Unitarian Society is located at 900 Mt. Curve Ave.  Parking is on-street (Mt Curve or Groveland Ave) 

or in the Walker Art Center ramp for a fee (enter the Society from Groveland entrance).  Public transporta-

tion is nearby.  The facility is handicap accessible.   

 

Reservations are required.  Please make a reservation either at upcoming Or Emet events or by contacting 

Evelyn Lessin 952-377-3736, or mizevey@aol. Please provide: 

¶ name 

¶ phone number 

¶ number of people 

¶ meal contribution, and 

¶ ability to assist with set-up, food assistance, or clean up.    

 

Reservations will be accepted until March 28th.  Late reservations will incur a $10 fee. 

 

 

We look forward to celebrating Passover with you! 
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Or Emet 
c/o Nancy Schwartz 
217 Wedgewood Drive 
St. Paul, MN 55115 

 

Please Join Us for Two Special Events! 
 

Please join us for two exciting weekend programs as we host Miriam Jerris, Ph.D., 

Rabbi for the Society for Humanistic Judaism (SHJ), of which Or Emet is a member. 

 

Too JewishðNot Jewish Enough: The Challenge of Tradition for Humanistic Jews 
Friday, February 19, 2010, at 7:30 pm at the Minneapolis JCC (4330 Cedar Lake Rd. S., St. Louis Park, MN ) 

Humanistic Judaism is made up of people from diverse backgrounds who have joined together to embrace the 

history, culture and traditions of the Jewish people from a human-centered perspective.  Blending Judaism and 

Humanism can be a challenge.  Rabbi Jerris will explore the wide range of opinion that exists in Humanistic 

Judaism, sometimes resulting in assertions that Humanistic Judaism is either ñtoo Jewishò or that it is ñnot Jew-

ish enough.ò  There will be time for thought-provoking discussion after the presentation.  The program will be 

preceded by a service and end with an Oneg Shabbat.  It is free and open to the public. 

 

Humanistic Judaism: Raising Believers, Ages 3 to 103. What Humanistic Jews Believe 
Sunday, February 21, 2010 - 10amðNoon at the Friends School of Minnesota, 

1365 Englewood Ave. (Please use north entrance.) St. Paul 

By its very definition, it is clear that humans rather than a supernatural entity are of central importance to Hu-

manism.  But does that mean Humanists lack belief?  According to Rabbi Miriam Jerris, the answer is, 

ñNo.ò  Humanists focus on what they believe, rather than on the things for which they have no evidence.  Rabbi 

Jerris, who has been committed to the philosophic principles of Humanistic Judaism for more than thirty-five 

years, will explain that people are not just at the center of a Humanistic Jewish philosophy, they are the very 

heart of the movement. She will also discuss the challenging issue of what Humanistic Jews believe as they 

combine their Jewish identity and culture with humanistic values and ideas.  The program is free and open to the 

public.  


