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My Island Adventure melodies were chanted. The crowd was sparse. The bar mitz-
By Madrikh, Harold Londer vah family occupied the first few rows. | did not sense emotion
or passion in either the Rabbi or the Cantor, though am not sure

There is an old joke that goes something like this: Two Jew&hat | expected on a typical Friday evening. The congregation
are stranded on an island. They build 3 synagogues (!): oné¥@ap reasonably attentive. It was clear they knew the melodies
the more religious one, one for the less religious one, and oféll. The bar mitzvah boy chanted his prayers skillfully, and
that fdneither of them woul @veyopewaspouk p i nto. o We are a di
people indeed!

I picked up the prayer book: i S
| had a unique experience one weekend in late October. | wagbrew for prayer book), and read that many of the prayers
invited to two family bar mitzvah celebrations (long story wH§ated back to the"sand 16" century in Babylon. The message
they were both the same weekend). One was a joint bar mit#as clearly and totally theistic (what else would | expect? My
vah of twins. On Friday night, | attended Temple of Aaron,i# 00 dness! ) . I read from the in
St. Pau|, a conservative synagogue (the site of my first mathe Succeeding generations, through modern times, have intro-
riage; another long story). On Saturday morning, | attendedduced their own modifications, deletions, additions, commen-
Kenesseth Israel in St. Louis Park, an orthodox synagoguetiary and poetry. o We had had a
had not attended a truly orthodox service since my childhoogmmittee earlier that month, and | recognized we too were
went to both synagogues with an open mind, watchful eyescontinuing this ancient process. | went to the Oneg after the
and a strong sense of nostalgia and curiosity. service, and enjoyed seeing my family very much. I picked up

a copy of the congregation bulletin, perused the contents, and
My first impression of Temp]e of Aaron was that it seemed left overall feeling like | had jUSt eaten a meal at an IHOP, fill-
much less traditional than | had expected. Virtually none of thg me up, but not entirely satisfying my hunger.
men were wearing Talissim (traditional prayer shawls). The
rabbi told several jokes, one of them not half bad. The service,
however, was more Hebrew than English, and the traditional Continued on page 3

Social Action / Social Justice Committee News: Send Us Your Survey!

Or Emetds Social Justice/ Social Action Committee has prep
and actions you would like to address as a congregation. Thanks to those who already returned their surveys. We still need to
hear from many more of you. The surveys were sent out asrail,eand will be available at upcoming Or Emet events. We

also will resend the amail soon.

We know many of you already contribute to causes and engage directly iii eithker through professions or as voluntéers

that impacts the issues we most care about. As humanists, we share the belief that our actions toward our fellow mem and wome
are a measure of the quality of life we live. Whether these actions are already a part of your life, or you are seakia addit

outlets for making a difference, the SJ/SA committee will endeavor to support and celebrate those efforts.

Based on the survey we will plan future activities, and make connections to existing opportunities for social action.
Please contact Artporman broadwayturtle@yahoo.cgnor Laura Melnick dahlnick@comcast.nkif you haveany questions,
or would like to be involved in the committee. We look forward to hearing from you!
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Congratulations to Margo Fox!

Margo recently was recognized in the 3§.
Paul Pioneer Preg&usiness Section on
page honoring women leaders. Many k
Margo as a community leader, a champ
of public education and lifelong learning
and a former Chair of the Saint Paul
School Board; and we are so pleased §
serves as President of Or Emet.

President s Message

Thanksgiving is right around the corner, and at Or Emet, we have a lot to be
thankful for! We have a wonderful community, not simply a congre-

tion. Each member is appreciated for who s/hé/ige genuinely like each
other. We respect and value both diversity of background and opiviien.
take to heart the Jewish tradition
power to fiheal the world, o both as
and social action activities. We enjoy Jewish culture and arts and music and
literature. We relish education for both children and adults. And we do our
best to be there for each other in times of need.

We are a vibrant community. For that, we have each other to thank. Consider

all that we anayteisxypaer i enced

The High Holidays are always special, but this year may have been the best
yet. Thanks again to Janet Mayer, Paul Petzschke, David Fox and to
Madrikh Harold Londer; our speakers: Barry Cohen, Lisa Gar8penger

and Rachel Osband; musicians: Lionel Davis, Molly WiliRahen and Gaia
Ramsdell; shofar blower Sam Wegner; all the readith Oreland and her
committee who provided a lovely Oneg on Rosh Hashanah. Special thanks
also go to Sharon and Alan Miller for hosting the Tashlich service and pot-
luck lunch, and to Jan Withers and Harold Londer for, once again, opening
their home for our traditional Bregke Fast event.

Our Jewish Cultural Sunday School is getting rave reviews from both stu-
dents and parents. Lisa GarciBgringer is at the helm this year with first
mate Kirsten Rose. Barbara Wei sman
so lucky to have four sup¢eachers: Scott Oremland, Eva Cohen and Lind-
say Smith, and Atouch of Hebr ewo

In October, fun was had by all at the Sukkoth building party at Barbara
Wei sman and Tom Wegnerdés home. JCS
decorations! And everyone brought good food to share, including very cute
little carameled apples.

Every month, the Program Committee, chaired by Rich Sonenblum, provides
us with both educational and entertainisgeakers for our Friday evening

and Sunday morning programs, and the discussions at programs add to our
learning. Clearly, we are a community of thoughtful people.

Il tds great, t oo, t MeahnickhAve taken tBecelmat n
an invigorated Social Justice/Social Action Committee. (Have you returned
your survey yet?)

Our membership is continuing to grow, and as it does, our new Membership
& Outreach Committee chaired by Alex Schwartz and Dave Zukor is helping
to assure that as we grow, we continue to maintain the sense of belonging
everyone at Or Emet feels.

AND have you noticed that:

- The llluminator looks great due to Nancy Schwafnd, ofcourse all

who contribute to it.)

Continued on page 3
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My Island Adventure
(continued from Page 1)

On Saturday morning, at Kenesseth Israel, | arrived early, donned a taliss, which | took from a rack, and a yarmulke (skull
cap) and prepared to enter the service. Things did not go well.. | opened the wrong door into the chapel! Men and women
were seated separately, and | had opened a door that | ec
sign, and | was quickly pointed in the right direction. The lower level was about half full of men and boys. I looked

around at a fairly representative cross section of Jewish men: older and younger, well dressed and somewhat disheveled,
bearded and clean shaven. All were davening away. The low rumble of the collected voices was straight from my past.

The men were rocking, and | recognized, in an instant, where my habit of moving around while | read had come from.

People arrived slowly and steadily, filling up the room, with a familiar odor wafting in the air.

I was amazed at the number of conversations that were o0«
everyone would go back to their davening for a while. In a short while, they would get back to their talking. There was
NO English in the service. I was afraid to |l ook back at
recited their prayers and totally impressed me with their dedication and knowledge. Their father gave a wonderful talk. |
could appreciate his pride, and the pride of the rest of
Acommunity, o6 and felt |ike an outsider (though | davene:t

I picked up the AShabbat newsletter. o The I ead article
expressed. I read: ATo Judai s m, religion doesndét begin \
emerge as a natural conclusion. The only belief we actually need to have in order to get started is a healthy and real belief
in ourselves. 0 I wanted to ask him how he would responit
way, I commi tted another faux pas at the Oneg foll owing
out to shake her hand. She withdrew quickly, l ooking at
| turned away sheepishly.

This month the British Supreme Court heard a case trying
rejected from admission to a Jewish school because his mother had been converted to Judaisrorlycalowmnabbi,

and the school ¢l aimed, therefore, he was not Jewish. TI
portance was driven home by the sheer number of | awyers
manist Association). The court will rule later this year. | asked the same question after my weekend experiences. Who IS

a Jew, anyway? Who gets to decide? And, if | am stranded on an island with another Jew, | am going to vote for building

an airport, not a synagogue, anyway.

Presidentds Message
(continued from page 2)

- Rob Rossi, our webmaster, keeps improving our webkitt. you havenét already done so,
Just gato www.oremet.org (And you should know th&tark Dahlagemand Scott Landsmaare poised to work with others
on further websiteugr ades. Let them know if youb6d |ike to help.)

- Our new book club will be starting up soon, thanks to Claire Press. To get involved, email Gairelpress@aol.com

Then, thereds everyone who generously shares in bringing
The |Iist goes on and on, and | haven6ét even mentioned th
members and program presenters; our Madri kh Harold Londe
sive when you think about it, isnét it? All that fddr Emet

than the ability and the opportunity to make a positive difference in this world, and through Or Emet, many are doing just
that.

Thank you all for building and nurturing our wonderful community!
Margo Fox, President
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* From Margo and David Fox to Rich Sonen-
blumf or his fAspecial birt
Laura Melnickds father.
* From Rollie Langer for the safe arrival of Harold
and Jan'sew grandson

* From Muriel Sterne in memory of her husband
Phil

* From the Lubka family in memory of Phil Griffin

High Holiday Donations from:
Janet Mayer and Paul Petzschke, Madeline Gartner,
Chernah Coblentz, Claire Press, and Paul Modell

Other Contributions from:
Harold LonderMartin Segal, Edna Bernstein,
Rollie Langer, Arty Dorman, and Jack Stuart
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Good Bye & Good Luck!

Our good friend and mem-
ber, Marisol Kondracki, left

2 WinRes8td il Odtdber of " Y ©°f

new job in New York City.

Marisol has chosen to re-

main a member of Or Emet
and would love to hear from
members. She already has

visited City Congregation for Humanistic Judaism
and plans to join there as well.

We will miss you Marisol, and wish you the best!

Above, Sam Wegman, blows the shofar at Rosh Hashanah
services. Bel ow, Or E met
home for a Tashlich service.

meg

mbers gather near the Mill 4gr

Above and below, Or Emet members gather at the Weisman
Wegman home for a celebration of Sukkot.




